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ACRONYMS

• PPDM – PROFESSIONAL PETROLEUM DATA MANAGEMENT

ASSOCIATION

• CPDA – CERTIFIED PETROLEUM DATA ANALYST



ABOUT THE PRESENTER

MARK EDGAR

• B. A. IN ENGLISH LITERATURE

• PROGRAMMER/ANALYST AT ELECTRONIC DATA SYSTEMS – STATE HEALTH CARE

• PROGRAMMER/ANALYST/DATABASE DEVELOPER AT DELL, INC. – COMPUTER

HARDWARE

• PROGRAMMER/ANALYST AT KINDER MORGAN – OIL & GAS, 3 YEARS

• CONVERSION DEVELOPER AT ENERTIA SOFTWARE – OIL & GAS SOFTWARE, 2 
YEARS AT TIME OF EXAM

• TOOK PPDM’S CPDA EXAM, OCTOBER 14, 2015
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EDUCATION & BACKGROUND

Mark Edgar Ty Myers Daniel Perna

Education B.A., English Lit B.F.A., M.M., and 

D.M.A. in Music 

Performance

B.F.A. in Visual 

Communication/

Graphic Design

Work 

Experience

Healthcare,

Computer 

Hardware, Oil & 

Gas Company, 

Software

Academics, Oil 

& Gas Company

Financial 

Customer Service, 

Oil & Gas

Company

Job 

Function

Data Analyst Geotech Geotech
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1) Motivation 2) Application

3) Preparation 4) Invigilation

5) Continuation



1) Motivation



MOTIVATION

“CERTIFICATION, IN ITSELF, IS NOT A GOAL, BUT PROFESSIONALISM IS.” 

– DR. PAUL M. PAIR, ICCP FELLOW, 1982*

GOALS OF PROFESSIONALISM:†

• PROTECTION OF THE PUBLIC

• PROFESSIONAL CREDIBILITY

• PERSONAL INTEGRITY AND COMPETENCE

9
* Source: Loretta Mahon Smith, DAMA International Data Management Professional Certification Overview, 2010
† Source: Kewal Dhariwal, The Value of Professional Certification, PPDM Calgary Data Management Symposium & Tradeshow 2015



2) Application



APPLICATION

• COST

11
Source: PPDM CPDA Certification Handbook, Version 1.1; March 18, 2015



APPLICATION

• ELIGIBILITY

• “IN ORDER TO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE EXAM AND MAINTAIN THE CPDA 
DESIGNATION, CANDIDATES WILL REQUIRE A MINIMUM OF 5 YEARS OF

COMBINED RELEVANT EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE.”

• REFERENCES

• AT LEAST 2 PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES “WHO CAN VERIFY YOUR WORK

EXPERIENCE AS IT RELATES TO PETROLEUM DATA ANALYSIS”
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Source: PPDM CPDA Certification Handbook, Version 1.1; March 18, 2015



30 DAYS

MINIMUM TIME TO 
PROCESS APPLICATION
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3) Preparation



BY THE NUMBERS
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QUESTIONS
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8 CATEGORIES

21

Data Governance Spatial Data

Data Analysis Exploration & Production 

Lifecycle

Data Quality Management Master Data Management

Data Security Communication



4 HOURS FOR EXAM

72 SECONDS/QUESTION
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70% TO PASS

80% WITH DISTINCTION
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4-6 WEEKS

FOR EXAM RESULTS
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PREPARATION
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PREPARATION

PPDM OFFICIAL SAMPLE QUESTIONS PROVIDED FOR OCTOBER 2015 EXAM:*

Q: IN A JOINT OPERATING AGREEMENT, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBES AN

OPERATOR? 

A) IT HAS THE LARGEST PERCENTAGE SHARE. 

B) IT PERFORMED THE ORIGINAL EXPLORATION. 

C) IT IS IN CHARGE OF THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS. 

D) IT OWNS THE LEASE OR LICENSE. 

29
*Used with PPDM permission 



PREPARATION

PPDM OFFICIAL SAMPLE QUESTIONS PROVIDED FOR OCTOBER 2015 EXAM:*

Q: WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IS AN ACCURATE SEQUENCE OF DATES FOR A WELL? 

A) PERMIT DATE, SPUD DATE, RIG RELEASE DATE, AND COMPLETION DATE

B) SPUD DATE, PERMIT DATE, RIG RELEASE DATE, AND COMPLETION DATE

C) SPUD DATE, PERMIT DATE, COMPLETION DATE, AND RIG RELEASE DATE

D) SPUD DATE, RIG RELEASE DATE, COMPLETION DATE, AND PERMIT DATE
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*Used with PPDM permission 



4) Invigiliation



INVIGILATION



INVIGILATION





5) Continuation



CONTINUATION
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT UNITS

38
Source: PPDM CPDA Certification Handbook, Version 1.1; March 18, 2015

120 Hours Professional Development Related to 

Petroleum Data Management Over 3 Years

• 80% - 96 hours – Education, Training, Etc.

• 10% - 12 hours – Volunteering, Presenting, Writing 

Papers, Etc.

• 10% - 12 hours – Work Experience – Continue 

Working In Petroleum Data Management Field
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QUESTIONS


